
Elizabeth Bertrand Mitchell. (1761-1827) 

The Metis Laura Secord in the War of 1812 

 

Elizabeth was the daughter of Joseph Laurent Bertrand, a French trader, and Marie 

Joseph Lamaire, a Chippewa mother. She grew up with Ottawa relatives at L’Arbre 

Croche (Cross Village) near Fort Michilmackinac. Her father was a fur trader at 

Michelimakinac, possibly as early as 1760, certainly by 1764-1765.  His wife was a 

native of Mackinac.  

 

In 1776, Elizabeth married British Army surgeon David Mitchell.  She ran retail trading 

business from 1816-1828 while her brothers were active in the fur trade in Southern 

Michigan. During the War of 1812, her ability to recruit native military assistance won 

her a commendation and a medal from the British (awarded in 1814). Following the onset 

in 1815 of the American rule on Mackinac Island, the American commander, Major 

Henry Puthuff, posted a notice for her to stop holding conferences with her Ottawa kin.
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When her kinfolk continued to visit, he threatened to arrest her, but she escaped at night 

to Drummond Island.  She returned to her trade on Mackinac Island once American fears 

had subsided and her salon became a social hub of the palisade community. In fact, in 

1816, she hosted the wedding of Josette Laframboise, daughter of her friend Madeleine 

Laframboise (also a trader) to Captain Benjamin Pierce brother to the future President. 

 

Her son Andrew built the first store in Penetanguishene, and son George was the first 

Superintendent of Schools there. Her daughter Jessie was the wife of the prosperous 

trader Lewis Crawford. Crawford was deeply involved in recruiting Indians for the 

British cause and Mitchell helped furnish supplies. When war was declared, Mitchell 

accompanied the British and Indian force under Captain Charles Roberts that surprised 

and captured the garrison at Fort Michilimackinac in the first action of the war, on July 

17
th

, 1812. During the winter of 1813–14 David Mitchell accompanied Robert Dickson’s 

expedition to what is now Wisconsin. In the summer of 1814, when the Americans 

unsuccessfully attacked Mackinac Island, Elizabeth Mitchell actively recruited Indian 

allies for the British from her Ottawa relatives at L’Arbre Croche. As a token of 

appreciation, the authorities granted her an allowance of £50 a year for two years. The 

Ojibway also respected her highly. In November of 1814, they presented her with a deed 

to Round Island, their traditional burying ground located half a mile southeast of 

Mackinac. 

  

Source: Michigan Pioneer Collections. Vol 16. Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford 

Co., 1908: pp 252, 389-401. 
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 “Whereas a certain Eliz’th Mitchell under a pretense of trading with the savages is and for many years has 

been, as it has been represented to me, in the habit of holding her private councils with those unfortunate 

deluded People and of advising with and persuading them to the adoption of measures injurious to their real 

interests and that of the American government – I therefore feel it to be my Duty hereby to forbid the said 

Elizabeth Mitchell to hold any further intercourse with the Indians that may visit this island either directly 

or indirectly…”  



 
Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell 

Coordinator of Metis Heritage and History Research 

Louis Riel Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


